IN ASIA                          79

These are the reasons which forced economic
imperialism to proceed by more indirect and
delicate methods in Asia than in Africa. Never-
theless, the objects and results of these methods
were not essentially dissimilar, for they consisted in
the indirect use of the power of the European
State in order to promote the economic interest of
Europeans in Asia* I propose to indicate some of
the more important characteristics of this form
of economic imperialism as they appear in the
history of the treatment of China by the Great
Powers*

It must never be forgotten that economic
imperialism is a phase in the problem of the clash
of civilisations* The history of China during the
last century cannot be properly understood unless
this fact is borne in mind* When the nineteenth
century opened there were probably between 300
and 400 million Chinese living under a Chinese
Government and a social and economic system of
great complexity* Their institutions, their reli-
gion, their art and literature were all deeply rooted
in the most ancient of civilisations* Like most
other races, they considered themselves and their
civilisation to be the best in the world, and, as has
always been the case in the world's history, this